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Tothe Right Honorable Lady 


ELIZABETH. 
( ounteſs Dowager of Northumber- 
TN: 


M aDAM, 


We. ES Was afraid to venture 


Z4y theſe Meditations 
»Z&8 from the Pulpit to 
£99) the Preſs, through a 
| mixed -multicude a- 
lone without a Protection ; for 
although they have had the 
happineſs to be well received in 
a"famous Audience, cſpectally 
from the Perſons of Quality 
who have perſwaded me to {ut- 
fer them to appear in publick”: 
A. 2 l 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorg........ . 
I knew not but that they might 
meet with. ſome moroſe and 111- 
natur'd  Zoilus, whote'common 
practice is to beſpatter the belt 
approved Writings of our age; 
but ſince your Honour favours 
them with-your acceptance, I 
have been delivered from all ap- 
-prehenſion: I fearno more the 
miſtakes of the ignorant, and 
the malice of our ſenſual Wits; 
becauſe I am certain that eve- 
ry one will haye ſome efteem 
and reſpect for thoſe Labours, 
that are honoured with the Ap- 
probation and Allowance of a 
perſon of that ſingular Wiſdom 
and Picty; And not onely my 
private benefit hath obliged me 
ro this Dedication, but allo mr 
O 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 
'of my Friends unto whom I do 
not onely diſcover the unſpeak- 
able Excellencies of Heaven , 
but beltdes I reveal unto them 
the means of attaining unto that 

bleſſed End. The tormer they ; 
shall find inthe Sermon, and the 

larter they may meet with in the 

Preface, in your Honour, and 

in your moſt Exemplary lite; 

A life that makes you appear an 
Ornament amongſt our English 
Nobility, and' eſpecially to the 

moſt noble Families that are re-* T"-mot 
laced unto your Honour, * One nil ofthe 

of them God hath bleſt with a" 
numerous increaſe of Perſons of 
thegreareſt worth: A Life wor- 
thy of our admiration, in that it 
Shews us Piety, Vertue, Wiſdom, 
= Goodneſs, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


Goodneſs, and Honour, as ſo - 
many Celeſtial Lights shining 
rogether inthe ſame Sphere ; A 
Miracle in Grace as well as Na- 
ture! ABleſlingit is to our Na- 
tion in this unhappy Age, that 
we have ſome ſuch Noble Souls, 
that ſeem to be Angels Incar- 
nate, ſent amongſt usby the Di- 
vine Appointment on purpoſe 
to, maintain the Honour of Re- 
I:gion againſt the encroachings 
of Schiſm and Profaneſs. Ir 1s 
untoſuch Heavenly Spirits, Ma- 
dam , that Chriſt promiſeth a 
Crown of Life; not onely to 
encourage them in a. faithful 
management of his, and their 
Spiritual concerns , but ye to 
oblige them to a total Reſigna- 
tion 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
tion of themſelves and intereſts 
to the difpolition of his Provi- 
dence,and'to enable them to 
bear worldly misfortunes, and 

preſent” atfliction- with leſs 
pain. T do therefore offer the 
deſcription of that extraordina- 
ry felicity unto your Honour, 
as a ſecalonable> meditation , 
where. your Picty, eMadam, 
may meet with Antidotes able 
to preſerve your Noble Mind 
from the ſence of all evil events: 
And as the Original shall one 
day be worthy your acceptance, 
be pleaſed now to look favour- 
.ably upon this Repreſentation, 
which will afford your Honour 
a ſight of thoſe precious Jew- 
els that enrich the Heavenly 
Crown, 


s 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Crown. Here is alſo the Aſſy- 
rance that Faith and Reaſon do 
give of that Glorious Eſtate un+ 
to the Faithful : God preſerye 
your Honour in much health 
and proſperity, with all your 
Noble Relations; It is the hear- 
ty deſire,and shall always be the 
Prayer of 


Your Honours moſt Faithful 
and deyoted Servant 


eM. D'eAſfgny. 


c ) 


DISSICS has: SOIGE ID P 


ChE Gif ef EET SEPRA 
7 be eAſſurance of the Faithful 


OR, 


Henent Glory made manifeſt. 


In a Sermon upon theſe words of the 24 Cha 
; of the Keveletons, the latter part of the toth verſe. 


T will give thee a Crown of bfe. 


® Hen a Glorious Victory is affured, what faint- 
© hearted Souldier nil Quan the encounter? 
k When the price of 4 Rate -is ineftimabley 
who wilt not rin to obtain it ” or when Re- wt." 
wards are \promiſed, whoſe acyuifition wilt 
procure anto us immoral fatisfaCtions , Wh 
Kill Pa the performance of thc Task? who will not be 
encoura I to labour after the purchaſe? © Sach is the nature 
of the ViRoty over our Spiritual enemits"qfthe priec of 
Virtues race, and of thoſe Ge Ieſtial Rewards'that itiyxe'us 
to the accompliſhment of oar 'grear Tak of obediencets 
the ſupreme Authority, They are ſuch as becomes an1n- 
finite Lntey to beſtow ; ſuch as hayerequired both an In- 
finite power to crea —__ andblood of an infinite vue to 're- 
deem. * They are ſuchat'are carefully laid tip in thoſe hex- 
yenly mabfions where allchings are ſuitableuntothat Majeſty; 
that Aiſcovers it ſelf there inveſted with an incomprehenſible 
Glory. Ir ſeems Chriſt the eternal Sonof God, whois yery 
well 77 1387 with theſe ſupernatural Farr as had no 
mean eſteem of their value 'and power, he judpes 
them ſufficient to recompunde NS taconragetho Mar 


tyrs 


Pm; 


\Qavewroblite,. This Jaſt name bgnut 


tyrs in-violent perſceutions.. Hey: them-waul their, 
beloved Churches of 4/fz minor, that werethreatned& with. 
the furious aſſaults of the enemies of the truth, he annexes 
to his reproofs and exhortations a, bleſſed declaration-of the- 
eatneſs of 'Hedvens glory, as the 2ffired' Reward of their 
Fithfulneſs that theſe future.. hopes might? fill them with. 
the contempt of the preſent dificulties, raiſe their ſpirits in 
the midſt of temporal afflitions with the joyful expeRation of 
that ineſtimable appineſs, and oblige:them to encotinter all 
appoſition with an inflexible courage and patience. Theſe 
L.-T romiſed to their peyERnes are'many andplo. 
rious, ' yet he ſummes them up'inſlich different Titles as had: 
ſome relation ether to the preſent cſtate of thoſe Congre- 
ations,or unto thoſethings . eriock molt in eſteemin thoſe. 
Ke ions where they were ſituated, Unto the Epvefians, be 
ents them under the notion of the fruits of the-Freg*of 
Life, .cither becauſe. the ſoils did yield, molt excelltht fraite' 
trees, and eſpecially ons called by. the Naturalifts yhor wite, 
whoſe. fruit. is of an extraordinary. vermue, or berauſe that 
Church was.ina decaying condition: Chriſt promiſththere. 
fore Heaven as a Soveraign. Remedy to all the evils that did 
tarment.them». borzowing an expreſſion from that wonder- 
$ul Trec- that. was:appointcd to preſerye man, in theeſfate of 
Innocency in,his per onion thoſe weakneſſes, "Loco 
them of Pergamws Chriſt calls the rewards of Heayen,, a white 
Seope, .becauſe tharCity, being aplace of Judicature, ahd the 
Reſidenceof 2 Procanlul ,, they. were acquainted with the 
raanacs, of, abſgivingi the, accuſed, which was by caſting 4 
white Rope into = For.z, Chiiſt thereby intimatingthe joy, 
af the? Saints 4 Heaven much ike 1 nal, 
when he received from. his Judge.a1 
inſtead. of. a black; one, of condemuation- which he had de- 
ſerved; . Thus unto the Church:of Smyrna far ather realons 
j  plorics of Heaven, 3 


560m PREY 


(3) 
4 the firſt Ape& 1 you imoyiperceive-theMſuperficiil'part of 
+he bleſſedneſsand glories of Heaven ' Tt vill deiwort yorr 
while to know their extraordinary valtie;that they may be alſo 
-unto'you an encouragement to Duty, ' Both out Sayiours 
goodneſs that holds them out-unto us, and offers themto our 
contemplation here, and/to-our- fruition hereafter $/-and 
their own excellencies do invite us to/ enquire inito thierhs that 
we may know what we haye zo'expeRt from Godsliberatity, 
and that accordingly we may order onr endeayours. "To the 
end-you may meet with fatisfaRtion in this inquifition , we 
ſhall labour to repreſent unto you the glorious'eſtate of the 
Ele& in Heaven with the fame Colours that it appears/in my 
Text: Andfirſt we ſhall ſee what is this Crown of likes andl 
wherefore it is ſo-called. Secondly, the Aſſerantesthat the 
Text gives of this Eſtate unto the faithful, which we hill 
roye as well by Reaſon, as the Authority of Scripture» But 
fore we POE _—_ make-ſome few obſetyations. - , 
K were no ordinary Prefuniptiontocngape ina perfect de. 
d{cription of this Crown of Life ; A capacitics 
het are confined by- our ſenſes to this lower fphetey canridt \ 
ar preſent aſcend toa full comemplation of cceleftial bodies 
that enrich the Firmament, much lefs can we attain unto a 
clearapprehenſion of higher and more divine objedts. Their 
ſuperlative excellency trees then from- the profanation'and 
acquaintance of-Judgements that: converſe. onely* amongſt 
the meaneft beings. An ancientGrecian petitioned the Hea- 
then _-_ that he might be admitted to behold the Sun at a 
near diſtance. ' It would- be in vain to entertain the fame ride nen ca® 
curioſity in this caſe, and-to defire to come now to a perfect piner, /pe non 
knowledge of this ſupernaural condition » becauſe whilles ©#9ngi9% » 
ignorance and prejudice do-poſſeſs our Underſtandings, and oreynd;. 
"vanity our Wilts, \we-are netther worthy nor tk to te- 17s 4cquirs 
ceive ſuch ſublime notions. St. Pas!s mod therefore poreft,cHiima- 
becomes us who are not fayoured' with unſpeakable Vi-"?, *-* 
fions ; He dares not yentureto deſcribethoſe myſteries that $,7 <* "hs 
were releryed for his _— and ſenſe That exe hath mor —__ 
2 | ſeen, 


(4) 
Yeen,, ear hath not heard, and that 'are not: euthrad' intd the © 
.beart of man. | Yet we mult nat ſa far miſtake the [Apoſtles 
PraQice, and our own Duty, a$-to- make his diſcretion the 
cauſe of our negligence, and to,forbid all meditations of 
Heaven as- unlawful, becauſe .he recommends unto us ſo- 
briety in our, inquiries, and-as impoſſible becauſe of its di- 
Nance, from our climate. . Thisxreſpectul ignorance is unſea- 
ſocnable/in this uabelieving age : py nor unto-Senſuality and 
Athcifme, and an enemy of thoſe comforts whichſuchcondG- 
derations do yicld to fweeten- the bitterneſs of our carthly - 
forraws.. Beſides, this were to condemn Chriſts intention, . 
and ta fruſtrate his deſign... W kerefore doth he offer them 
to, the contemplation- of his Churches, and propoſes them 
as; the, aſſured; recompenſe of: the tabours. of the faithful? 
Wherefore. do the ſacred Writers mentian unto us ſo often 
the adv es of the ather life ?-but that we ſhould know, 
admire, and expeRtheſc Riches of Gods goodneſs; that we 
ſhould endeavour to attain unto them, and that the hopes of 


Immortal Bliſs might. make us bear _ naisfortunes, . 


Afebs 12. 3+ 


and. the preſent unhappineſs, of the world with leſs repug- 
nancy», Itis thedeſignof St. Pans Exhortatian,. Leting run, , 
faith. he, the race that -is ſet before ms, looking unto Jeſus the 
author and finiſner of owr faith : whe for the joy thatwas ſet 
before. him endured; the Creſe ;. deſpiſing.the ſhame y. and. 1s 
ſet dowy at the right hand of the throne of God; That we.ma 
follow this glorious cxample of our Sayiour,.and arrive at lal 
at the ſame felicities, they. are ſheweduata us afar off : the 
diſtance as of all other objes that preſent themſelves to 
eur ſenſes, leflens their greatneſs, .and our preſent eſteem. of 
their. worth, and thoſe things.that interpole betwgen.cthem 
and us. occaſions .this ingenuous Confeſſion of the Apoltle, 
on 8 ſee through 4glaſedarkly, we know, in part, and wepro- 
5 in part. | 
q This imperfeRion proceeds partly fromthe weaknels of _ 
Man's judgement, and partly from the{ublimity and excsl- 
leocy. of. the. poſlcſſions of Heaven ;; which, are repxe- 


ſented 


(5) 


fented unto} us by thoſe earthily things that have but a faint” » 


reſemblance with their qualities and nature. Beſides theſe 
adyantages' of the life to'come are as many as glorious, and 
therefore it is impoſſible totind a perfeR Relation, a perfeR 


Image of the ſeveral parcels of Heavens Glory in any one 


excellency of the World. When they ſhould mect all in- 


one Center, andjoyn their difperſed beams and powers,they 
would not- beable to repreſent one of the Rayes of eternal 
felicity; and when ſuch a ſignificant word might be invented 


that. could comprehend all the comforts, the blefſedneſs, and- 
all the pomp of the World ; it would not be ſufficient to 
ſhewus the leaſt part of the happineſs of this life. Divers 
names are Fre” 2 borrowed from theſe carthly yanitiesto 
ſhadow thoſe realities, becauſe of ſome weak relation 


that they have with this bleſſed condition : Its Joyes are ex- 
prefled by a Marriage, its Glory by the Sun and Stars, its In- 
dependency and Power by a Royalty, . our Holineſs by the 
Prieſthood, our abode by a City raced 


with Gold and the moſt precious Stones, Aimongſt the.ſe- 
- veral'Deſcriptions 'employed to give ns a fight of Heavenly 
Bliſs, I find none of fo large an extent, and of ſuch an uni- 
yerſat Comprehenſion as that in my: text, 1 will give thee a 


Crown of life.” In which'words the ſweetneſs and pleaſures of | 
that eſtate , the Glory , the Splendor, . the ' Majeſty, and 


mp of-it do jointly appear together ; for it is alife, a true 


ife, - bull of all innocent delights tbat will render it both real ' 
and pleaſant, and that will tree us from all'Syncopes that do + 
now __y interrupt 'our life.” Beſides it ſhall be a-: 


Crown of life, the glories will* be anſwerable to the plea- 


ſures of-it: it ſhalt be a living Crown; as ſome will haye Medraifa 


the words rendred : © Thoſe excellent enjoyments that we 
ſhall poſſeſs, and that fupream degree of honour unto which: 


we ſhallbe promoted ſignified by this Crown; ſhall continue * 


with'us for all eternity im the ſame unchangeable condition, 


therefore St. Peter calls.it a Crown of Glory that fadeth mor i pA, $3.47 + 


anay, X 


with-Kubics and 
Diamonds, paved with'Chryſtal and Saphyrs, and enriched 


| (6) 

Eg away. And St. Paul «43a5r91, The Hebrew ward uſcd in 
.v n_ ſuchlike-occalions, to expreſs the ſublimeſt felicity of Chriſt, 
wy and of his Saints, ſignifies as well the plenty as the eternity | 
Zfe encompaſ- of their adyantages, We may hereby underſtand that this 
fed abous, Crown of life (ſhall intitle them to innumerable and immor.. 
Plal, 2144+ tal fatisfations : it ſhall therefore be a true life, How 
wrongfully do we abuſe this plcalant Title .in beſtowing 

it upon the preſent wnworchy ſubliſtency of the ſoul and 

body ? © miſerable eſtate-! how yainly do we flatter our 

beings with this gratefull conceit? Can that eyer be a life, 

that drags us continually to our Grave, that cauſcth us to die 

as ſoon as we begin to breathe, andthat is joyned unto death 

by the inward Principles of our exiſtence > Can that bea life 

that carries death in its boſome, that makes us ſenſible of a 

thouſand deaths before we breathe forth the laſt gaſp, and 

that is interrupted by ſleep, idlenefs, and fickneſs, (as by ſo 

many deaths ) which deprive us of the benefits of life, by 

which it is to! be eſteemed rather than by the continuance 

of the ſoul withthe body,: at leaſt, in the judgement of a wiſe 
Moraliſt, who hearing of a wicked man that was latcly ex- 

"Ir 6 pired ina very old age ; Din fuit, laid he, ſed non dixe vixit. 
'Þ At this rate how unworthy is our preſent ſubſiſtence of the 
pleaſing and glorious title of life, This therefore is promiſed 

in my text 1n oppoſitionto that which we now lead to cx- 

preſs the excellency and reality of that Heavenly Life, free 

weleane From thoſe miſeries which now do attend ps: As if our Sa- 
zranſuoria Co: viour ſhould thus compare them together for the cencourage- 
gona are, ment ef the faithful, What if my intereſt doth expoſe you 
prgne monies i your enemies cruelty ? what if you are forced to lay down 
y pantry your lives in the maintenance of my cauſe > what reaſon 
gloria inefii- have you to prize ſo inconſiderable a loſs > when the £x- 
mabilie, dabo change brings unto you Returns of a more unſpeakable value. 
#ibi poſt mr-Grudg not to part withthis ſhadow of hte; Grieve not to 
—_ —— ſurrender it : Refule it not when I ſhall require it ; I have 
#czem Aug, de another life inreſeryefor you, whoſe advantages ds as high- 
civit. Dei- ly cxccl thoſe of this preſent being, as the Crown doth - 
other 


— 


. 


other enjoyments of the body ; a life hoth glorious and plea- 


farit, where nothing ſhall be wanting to increaſe your fatiſ- s,;, 2,5; 
factions, bur $28zrAg1h-01 aw. 4 which ot do cauſe _—_ bane? 
us toreliſh the ſweetneſs of our earthly pleaſures, 7 will give 199 agyrege 
thee, &c. This expreſſion preſents us with the greateſt yari- "* hee 
ety of Excellencies. Thatthey may better appear unto you, ge confols | 
ta 


kea view of them, and of that ſupernatural of Heaven 
in theſe following propoſitions. 

t. Itſhallbean v4 arable union of the ſoul and body for 
alf cternity.. . We ſhall live no more upon condition to die. 
Thi fear'df death that doth uſually torment us more than the 
ſenſe," Alt then ceaſe. with the cauſe: Men ſhall never be 
diſquieted with thoſe importune Apprehenſions that difturb. 
us,as they did Belſhaz.z4r in the mitt of his carouling Cups, 
and that cauſe us to be weary of life as that Roman was,. 
who'beipg purſued by the cruelty ofthe Triumvirat, offered 
himſelf freely to his Enemies pleaſure to be delivered. by, 
death df" the daily fear of dying, 

"Bur then we ſhall be ſecure hok from the ſenſe and aps 
prehenſion of death, and of all approaching evils ; and we: 
ſhall reſt in that bleſſed Tranquili that hall never haye 
cauſe to dread an alteration; there ſhall beno morediyorce: 
made betycen the ſoul and body, it ſhall. not be poſſible 
to ſeparate that moſt loving pus. Gods Wiſdom and: 
Power ſhall joynthem together in ſuch a manner, that neither 
Timenor any Accident ſhall be able to cauſe a feparation.For- 
God, upon whoſe pleaſure all his Creatures do depend, ſhall: 
- remove all deadly principles , and grant us an eternal contis 
nuance; which ſhall proceed not onely from his immutable- 
Decree, and immediate influence, but alſo from the na- 
ture and manncr of the union of the two parties, that ſhall: 
no longer be cntertained by the aſſiſtance of the Creatures, , 

"and a (upply from the Elements; but onely by a greater core 
_Acſpondency, by: more ſpiritual and more fytable Embraces;. 
At.preſent although the ſoul hath a natural tendency to ens - 
liyco, to moyc and inform the body betyeen then), rliere is» 

OP 


more ſubtil and purer ſubſtance of t 
ſucceſſive concottions, But then our Bodies ſhall depoſe, 


-a valt difference that can never conſent unto any conjungion. 


without the mediation of the vital ſpirits 240 64” a the 
e meats refined by their 


and caſt off that groſs and earthly matter, and become more 


convenient x vr of the ſoul hy a nearer aſſimilation 


to that Celeſtial being ; For this mortal muſt pat on smmor- 
rality, ani this corruptible mouſt put on incorruption, as St. Pawnl 
reaches at large in the 7 Cor. 15 Chap. where he further de- 
clares the Myſtery of the Reſurreion, and of the eſtate of 
our bodies, in the 42, 43, 44. Verſes. The boay js. ſown in 
eorruption,it is raiſed in incorruption ; it ts ſown in dsſhenour it 
bs raiſed inglory; it is ſowninweakneſs,tt ts raiſed in power ; it us 
ſown a nataral body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual body, From hence 
we may diſcover the future ſubſtance of our Bodies, which 
ſhall be almoſt as ſubtil as thoſe earthly Spirits raiſcd by the 


Mercer. lib, 1, ordinary ſyſtole and diaftole, the two motions of the heart, 
;par.4- claſ.4. which Spirits have the neareſt acceſs tothe ſoul of man; and 
Suef.120. þy which its tied to.its preſent reſidence 3 for this bleſſed 


life and its eternity is eſtabliſhed upon a reſemblance and 
-nearer relation between the ſoul and body, whoſe bein 

mult he rendred more conformable before they can be ſe- 
cured from a diſſolution , of from. the ſenſe of violence; 
becanſe that onely this conformity is ableto render the com- 
munion unſeparable, and'to-free it by that means from the 
inſults and + 660 of all enemies. It is therefore moſt cer- 
tain that it ſhall not be in the power of any beings to put us 
.to the ſufferance of pain ; for as the pain which proceeds 
from the body is derived from an apprehenſion or a poſſibi- 
lity of ſeparation from that being upon which it depends, or 
from that which tends unto it: As the pain of the ſoul doth 
from a Teeming or a real ſeparation from God the fountain 
of all good, of from that which ſtands us in ſowie manner. 
inſtead of God ; It cannot be imagined how they ſhall be 
able to ſuffer who are adorned with the qualities of immor. 
tality, whoſc beings are free from alteration, and notſubje&t 


F7- 


(9) 

to the leaſt weakneſs, and whoſe ſenſes hall never receive 

any comrary impreſſions, nor convey unto the appetite any 

evil apprehenſions : Our bodies ſhall be no more marked 

with wounds and ſcars, nor feel the effeRts of the enemies 

cruelty and malice. What a glorious adyantage is this ? we . 

ſhall be armed againſt the aflaults of all caſualties: we ſhall 

be ſecure from all attempts: we thallno more tremble at the 

fight of a danger: neither corruption within, nor injuries 

from without ſhall be able toalter that perfectand happy con- 

ſtitutiorrof our beings : In one word, nothing ſhall ever in- 

terrupt or diſturb us in the ſweet enjoyment of heayenly 

Bliſs ; For God ſhall wipe away all tears from our ejes , and feb. 4.9% 

there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, nor 

ſhall there be any more pain : for the former things ſhall be 

paſſed away: as is expreſly promiſed in Reve'. 21. 4. For 

that reaſon this glorious Eſtate” is called a Reſt, becauſe it 

ſhall free us from all inconveniences that now do encreaſe 

our labours : it ſhall not conſiſt in a ſhameful ceſlation 

from all ; wh bur rather from thoſe troubleſome and un- 

gratcful operations,unto which our mortal condition do now 

condemn us. Therefore it was typified under the Law by 

e Moſes Sabbath, inwhich none wereto be employed in ſer- 

vile work but were commandedto conſecrate that dayin the 

ſervice of God: it was alſo ſignified by the ſtructure ofthe 

Tabernacle, in which ſomelearned Rabbies do take notice, 

that Iron that is the emblem of War, afflition and trouble 

was not uſed, that being the viſible Type of this gloriows 

Tabernacle of Heaven, where Gods preſence (hall for ever 

dwcll with his people : It intimates, that in this Immortal 

Santuary not gade with hands, nolIron ſhall be mingled , tid 

with the Gold and Jewels that enrich and adorn Gods Pa- Wh TT 7" 

lace ; no ſorrow, no ſickneſs, no diſturbance, nor diſplea- reniza« perfe- 

ſure ſhall ever come near us; but as a Father very well ex. 44 ſecurirae 
efſeth himſelf « In Heaven there ſhall be awonderful tran. £171 f@!ici> 


quility, a perfe&& ſecurity, and an eternal felicity, _ drug 


So [ paſs to the next adyantage bh this Heayenly life, and Serm, 2,124 
that | 


| | Plal, 36, 8. 


| | a Cor. 12.4, 
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that is, A perfe& Independency, and a freedom from the 
Creature ; a freedom from all thofe wants that do oblige 
vs to crave aſſiſtance from inferiour beings ; a freedom from 
the Elements, and their Authority, and from all obligations 
to mean ſubſiſtances ; for this btefled life ſhall advance us 
to. that perfeRtion that we (hall not ſtand in need of thoſe 
things that we do now enjoy ; we thall be enabled with thoſe 
glorious qualities that ſhall make us be content inthe cnjoy- 
ment of our ſelves; and when ſomething ſhould be wanting 
tothe accompliſhment of our happineſs which we*thall not 
poſſeſs in our ſelves, as we thall be promoted to the fruition 
of God; we ſhall there find it in him; we (hall there meet 
with all that ſweetneſs and variety of Excellencies of which 
we fee but the ſhadows in the Creature. There we ſhall be 
abundently filled with the farneſs of hus houſe : And we ſhall 
drink out of the rivers of his pleaſures, It is impoſſible that 
any thing ſhould be eyer wanting to them that ſhall be ad- 
mitted to a perfe& communion with God the Author and 
Creator of all things, to them who ſhall live under the daily 
expreſſions of his mercy and goodneſs : His Almighty Power 
inclinable to render them happy, (hall continually fupply and 
entertain them with immortal enjoyments, and furnith them 
with thoſe things thatarenot to be expreſſed by the creature: 
The Greatneſs of Gods liberality doth make us conceive his 
Royal favours ſomewhat proportionable to his Infinite Be- 
ing. eMexander could not give fo little a ſumme to Pericles 
as 16 Talents : God will be no leſs noble to the Children 
of his boſome, to thofe that he is obliged to raiſe to the 
higheſt felicity. Butthoſethings that ſhall ſerve toencreaſe 
our fatisfaCtions ſhall not be like thoſe that. we now poſleſs : 
they ſhall not put us to any expence to obtain them, nor 
to any trouble to preſerye them ; they ſhall not weary 
and torment us as carthly riches do, ner oblige us to abaſe 
our felyes; beſtdes they (hall have this other-advantage, they 
ſhalt proceed immediately from God: Ir is far more pleaſant 


wdrink of the Fountain, than to ſup of the ftream ; it is a 
greater 


4 "wt — 
-f 


(nn) 


eater fatisfa&tion to behold the Sun, than to Feel ſome in 
direct refle&ions of the beams : O how pleaſant, and what 
an Angelical fatisfation will it be to continue for ever in 

the loving embraces of that gracious God from whom all 
_ -goodis derived Þ What advantage will it be that we ſhall 
there reliſh true pleaſures without the leaſt mixture of evil ? 
for they ſhall immediately Aow unto us from Gods Eſſence, 
from an eternal contemplation of his face, and an immediate 
enjoyment of his favour : we $hall receive from Gods hand 
whathe conveys unto us by other beings, and that in agreater . 
abundance, and with far more ſatisfaction: for our b cſſings 
are not ſo natural when they come from the fruitfulneſs of 
the Earth, and the influences of the Heavens, as when they 
proceed fromadivinc Bounty without any mediation, How 
ſweet therefore: will our Heavenly comforts appear unto us, 
when God out of the tenderneſs of his Loye $hall freely be- 
ſtow them when in this Celeſtial Court every one $hall 
have an equal acceſs to the ſupream Authority, and depend 
onely upon God both for our ſubſiſtance, and for thoſ. in- 
effable things that will contribute to our happineſs ; Ableſſed 
Society , a glorious Abode, Holy and pleaſant Employs, 
the benefits of an eternal Peace, with ineſtimable Riches, shall 
be appurtenances of this Crown of life, but the ſatisfation 
that will low from thence, $hall be ſwallowed up in that O- 
cean of Joy which Gods immediate preſence and glory will 
create in our ſouls, that will become ſomany Heavens,where 
the inviſible Being will manifeſt himſelf in an extraordinary 


manner. Therefore St, 7-hn promiſeth, God will dwell with Key, wu. 3: 


ws, and we ſhall be bis people, and God bimſelf ſhall be with as, 
and be our God, And clſewhere, He that overcometh ſhall 
#nherit all things, and 1 will be his God, and he ſhall be my Son. 
Beſides I find this other advantage in an immediate ſupply of 
our wants from God, That we $hall thereby be freed from 
that ſlavery that increaſes at preſent our diſcomtents : It is no 
ſmall diſgrace to the Nobility of our Nature, that we should 
ſo impatiently purſue after, and fo coyctouſly embrace the 
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yanities of the wortd, and things meaner than our ſelves ; it 
ives alſo no little occaſion-of diſturbance to be obliged to 
bour after the poſſeſſion of that which can furnish us no 
real content, and that rewards our expetation and deſires 
with.diſappointment.. But then as we hall immediately re- 

ecive from Gods overflowing abundance, innumerable fati(- 

factions, we shall no longer difcredit our ſelves by mean 
complacencies, and by the diſcovery of our natural weak- 

neſs.and neccſſitics ; we $hall. no longer weary our ſelves in 

the purſuance of things unable to ſattsfic us with content + 

Upon God we $hall depend, in his favour we $hall be fatif- 

fied, and by bis happineſs we $hall be happy ; not as we are 

at preſent, for the happinc's of the world is increaſed as 

much by our wants, as by our enjoymcnts ;: but then as the 
conſtitution of our beings, and our cſtates $hall be altered, 

we $hall no longer know pleaſure and felicity by their con= 

trarics : in God we $hall meet with the true and genuine 

taſte of all Excellencies without the leaſt mixture of evill, 
Unto. this glorious dependency upon God, which St. Pax. 

Rom, 8.21," ſtyles, «A freedors from the bondage of corruption, and the li-. 
| © berty of the Saints. Godlabours at _ to bring and train 
us up, by weaning eur aftections from the world, and by 


poſſcCions of this lite. It is the drift of St. Paws Exhortation, 
&Cor 7. 30, who wills us To be indifferent inthe-wſe of the creatures, and 
not to abuſe our ſelves, or them by any fond Embraces, or ins« 
patient wiſhes for that which is to ſubſiſt but for a moment.. It is 
the concernof us all that aſpire to this.independency,-not to, 
fix our hearts,. nor our happineſs upon th. world, but to be 
always ready to part with that which is butan impediment to, 
our perfe&tion and felicity ; for that reaſon God exerciſes. 
us with wants and aff]itions, and prepares us for a Crown, 
as Philip of Macedo did Alexander his ſon, by ations and 
employments ſuitable to the Majeſty that we are one day to- 
xepreſent, and to the Excellency of that cltate unto which we 


thallbe promotcd.. 
2. Thus: 


inſpiring nobler defires, that are notto be concerned for the - 


-- 240g FEY 


(13) 
3. This glorious 'dependency upon God, that shall free 
us from all dependency upon the creature, shall proceed 
from an inward and perfe& communion and enblakedle Us 
nion with this ſupream Being; we $hall be united unto him 
by our affections; Gods love hall be no more clouded 
with judgments and trials ; it sball shine upon us withour in- 
terruption z our love in requital shall return him continual 
expreſſions of thankfulneſs ; our deſires $hall reſt in his ſuf. 
ficiency : all the motions of our ſoul shall tend to his Glory: 
We $hall alſo be united unto God as the members are uni- 
ted unto the Head, by an inward and continual infuſion of 
his diyine Spiritin our ſouls, and by an humble ſubmiſſion to 
the motions of divine Wiſdom that $hall govern us ; or 
as the ſubje&sarc one- with their Prince, ſo God $shall be one 
with us; he $hall reafſume the ſupream Authority which he 1 Cor.15.2$ 
excrciſcth at preſent by a Mediator, and $hall appear as gur 
ſoveraign Lord, whoſe glory will be our intereſt; we shall 
alſo be united unto God by ſuch a manner as is not to be cx- 
reſſed.; Such will be this union as $hall promote us to an Joh, r7, 24. 
inward ſight of God, to aperfe& reſemblance with him, and xmiratd de: 
to an eternal familiarity with God the Father; ſuch will be vita ecerna- 
this union, that we $hall enjoy with the Incomprehenſible 
Befng the fame felicity, and be ſwallowed up in the immen- 
ſity of his glory, Rev. 21. 11, This union is fignified unto Rev: 21: 9. 
us by a marriage, becauſe Chriſt conſidered there not only as 
a Mcdiator,but as God,shall enter into a ſtriRer alliance with 
men, and $hall become one with them in an unſpeakable 
manner.. Therefore St. Paw! ſtyles it a great myſtery. At Epheſ. 5. 324. 
reſent we are united unto God by the Holy Ghoſt, that is 
called the Spirit of Chriſt, by the reception of his benefits in 
the Sacraments, and by Prayer that cauſeth a continual enter. 
courfe and correſpondency to be entertained between God 
and our fouls : But then theſe mperfe& unions $14ll ceaſe, 
and give place to a more perfe&t and glorious, to a limited 
participation: of all the divine Attributestliat are communi. Epbeſez,.19;. 
cable, to fuch-a union, as hall raife us aboye a yatural capaci- 
| tics3, 
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Joba 7, 21, 
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ties, our divine Eſtate unto which God defigns us ! - By the 
preſent we my judge of the future : What means our graci- 
ous Godto beſtow that coſt, to employ thoſe glorious Agents 
in our preſent ſatisfaction, if he intended not to bring us 
to x condition ſuitable to theſe hopeful beginnings > What 
means the Father to ſacrifice his onely begotten Son, to ex- 
poſe him to all the affronts that nature 1s able to receive? 
What means he to ſend the Holy Spirit to enrich us with his 
moſt precious and divine Graces? Isit onely to reſtore our 
natures to their Primitive integrity, that needed not the con- 
currency of ſuch a Saviour, nor the expreſſions of ſo great a 
Love ? orisit onely tofit us foran entrance into the Angeli« 
cal Hierarchies ? 1hey would not haye been ſo inquilttive 
into thateſtate which they would have then underſtood ; and 
the Sacred Trinity hadnever been employed in ſuch a manner 
in mans Redemption, nor had never C—_ him with 
thdſe unſpeakable teſtimonies of divine love, if God had not 
intended him for an eſtate near unto himſelf, The holy 
Angels had never been miniſtring Spirits unto us, unleſs we 
had been the adopted ſons of God, and unleſs there had been 
ſomething in us that is to be worthy of their ſervices and la« 
bours which God deſigns for his eternal enjoyment : Where- 
fore is it alſo. that our nature*is advanced to an Hypoſtatical 
union with the divine Word? is it onely to enable Chriſt 
for the office of a Mediator ? or is it not alſo to declare un- 
to what honour God would promote the reſt of mankind, 
were they as he is, free from error and vice? Wherefore do 
we labour to bring our lives and affeQRions to a conformity 
with Chriſt, but that we that are his brethren might enjoy 


,in ſome meaſure that advantage which he poſſcſlceth before 


us, and be united unto God, if not in the ſameunſeparable 
[manner,yet in ſuch as may have ſome relation with that ; wit- 
[neſs Chriſts Words in his Prayer to God at theeve of his Paſ- 


ion, 1 pray for them that they all may be one, as tho Father 


"art in me, aud 1 inthee, t"at they alſo may be one in ww. And 
* glory which thou gaveſ} me Thave gruenthem, that they my 
E 


, « | % , 
= | 
he one even 41 we are one, 1 in them, andthou in me, that they 
may bemade perfett in one. Unity is the perfetion, as well 
2s foundation of number ; all things have a natural py 
to itin the world : Trerefore the Church of Chrift of ſever 
Nations, being called to a participation of the rules of his 


goodneſs ; they mult firſt as the Rivers that run into the O-1 Cor. 15.28- 


cean unite with God the occan of all good, beforethey can 
come to the enjoyment of thoſe endleſs joyes and pleaſures 
that are onel; there to be found. Other Reaſons and paſ- 
ſages of Scripture may be alledged for this Truth , which 
makes St. Pan! fly out into an Admiration, and St. Jobs 
breathe forth nothing but wiſhes ; all the holy Martyrs em- 
brace and hug the Flames that did convey them into this e- 
ftate, Was it not ſufficient, O bleſſed God, that thou 
ſhouldeft deliver man from his deſerved puniſhment ? was is 
not ſufficient that thou thouldeft render him capable of thy 
favours ? But muſt fuch a favour be granted? muſt thou ad- 
mit him to a participation of the divine Nature by this un- 


ſpeakable Union ? O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdons 5: Pumr. 


and gredneſs of onr Goa! You know not mortal men what 
God hath reſerved for them that fear him ! What may we 
not expe from his love when we ſhall come to this eſtate ? 
If there be any good at Gods diſpoſal, -any ſweetneſs, any 
pleaſure and benefit in heaven or ih.earth, it thall be theirs, 
and in their poſkflion, untowhom he hath at preſent given 
his Son and Spirit, and will alſo give himſelt, as St. Paxl. 
tells us. 

Beſides , this Union ſhall cauſe an interrupted Commu. 
nion between God and our ſouls. God ſhall pour his ble(- 
fings upon us in abundance, and we {hall 4a unto him 
unteigned teſtimonies of thankfulneſs z We ſhall ſpend Erer- 
nity in his praiſes, and he (hall ſpend his Treaſurics uponus, 
we [hall think of nothing but how to glorihe him, and he 
ſhall ſtrive to ſatisfie us : we (hall contend in mutual offices 
of Love and Friendſhip. O happy contention ! © bleſled 
communion ? unto which our preſent Piety and Religions 
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intends to bring us. We have now a commtinion with Cod 
in holy duties, and by his divine Spirit, for no other endbut 
that we might thereby be prepared for his eternal communion 
in Heaven. | 
In this Union and Communion with God, conſiſts the 
chicf happineſs of the creature ; for beſides that they ſhall 
remove from is whatſoever looks like anevil, they ſhall pro= 
cure unto us advantages ſuitable unto that ſupernatural ho- 
nour and eſtate, Wh;ch eye hath nor ſeen, &c, Our preſent 
knowledge thall be changed into fight ; our hope into-fru- 
ition ; our love to God znto endleſs tranſports z our deſires 
ſhall be ſatisfied, our Prayers granted and turned into eternal 
Allelujahs ; our underſtandings thall be no more darkened 
with; ignorance ; our wills no more corrupted with vice; 
a bleſſed perfeCtion ſhall reign within us: Andthis ſhall pro- 
cced froman immediate infuſion of divine Knowledge, and a 
communication of ſpiritual qualities ; that ſhall fit us for 
the vilton of God, for we ſhall ſee his Face, and his Name 
ſhall be in our forcheads. me know, faith St. John, when God 
ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him: For we $hall ſee him as he 
is ; not only with our corporal eyes we may ſee that inaceſ- 
ſible light which always accompanies the viſible declaration 
of his Glory and Power; but alſo with theeyes of our ſouls 
weshall behold as much of the efſence of God as the creature 
can perceive he willexpoſe himſelf to our view: And there- 
fore weshall be transformed into his reſemblance ; we $hall 
be as fo many Images of the Godhead, ſo many living Pi- 
Etures of his Infinite Being, repreſenting his glorious per- 
feQions asa clear fountain doth the body of the Sun, or rather 
as Moſes face did the brightneſs of the beams with which the 
Divine Majeſty was cloathed upon the Mount Sixa; God will 
imprint in us the noble Characters and lineaments of his Eſ- 
ſence: therefore well might David promiſe to himſelf, 4s 
for me, 1 will behold thy face mnriohteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied 
when | awake with thy likeneſs. So that this bleſſed life shall 
aot ſo much conſiſt in the union of the ſoul and body, as 
in 
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in the unjon of both ſol md body with God our. Creator, ' 
"ty the nextplace,” in-this life there ſhall be an execHcnt 

order and ſubordination in our ſouls; all the paſſions and af- 
feRions ſhall be raled by the command of our Reaſon : 
Theſe inward motiuns $hall not ceaſe, but they ſhall ' be 
bound'to their good behaviour ; they ſhall no more offer to 
raiſe a rebellion within: us to diſturb our tranquility ; they 


ſhall not be capable of evil impreſſions, nor-bear the marks 16, 44, 18. 


of corrupted nature : There 5kall be a- beautiful fymmerry 
between che parts of our ſoul and body, inſomuch that per... 
feRion and integrity $hall appear within and withone, How 
happy $hall that life be when we $hall perfe&ly enjoy our 
ſelves ! whenall ouraffeRions shall endeavour to accomplish 
our felicity ! Theſeare ourpreſent enemies ; | tncy procure 
all the inconveniences thathappen unto us, whether in our 
bodics or eſtates, by perſwading us to embrace that ſeemi 
ood, whict proves our deadly poyſon. But then theywhal 
be no more corrppted by the of apparant advantages, 
nortempted to betray ourintereſt for a vam enjoyment: they 
Shall always carry os to the perforinance of Duty, and to 
that real good which $hall fully farisfie ns-with content, Wn» 
leſs they be thus reformed, it is not peſfible for man to taſte 
bappincſs- in themoſt blefſed Eſtate: For what are Honours, 
Riches, and the greateſt Bleffings, to one tormented with 
the deſire of anincreaſe,or tos peevishdiſcontemted ſoul that . 
apprehends a change,or ſcesa happineſs afar off CR 
fersto the preſent, or to one whoſe paſſions gaul him : 
leaſt pain is ſufficient roqualific the greateſt pleaſures: there- 
fore in this happy life unruly paſſions shall ceaſe with our- 
watd inconyemences : they ſufferusto relish the fwect- 
neſs of our poſſelsions; they $hall ratherawaken our ſenſes, 
and give them a fuller and a quicker apprechenfion of the ex- 
cellency of the heavenly delights: and although-our happi. 
neſs shall not be confined to thoſe pleafares that are furnished 
by our ſenſes, for they arc not ſufficient tnlers to receive ts 
much as the ſoul! requires to accomplizh her felicity b. be- 
D CS, 


Caro ſpiritu- 
ali effeAe per body ; yet it is moſt certain, that they $hall not want a $hare 


emnes ſenſus 
ſnos mmnltimo- 
dis exwberabis 


Pſal.16,11. 
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ſides, it is not»proper that the. Bliſs of ſo:exeellent a-pare 


Should depend upon its corre{ſpondency with the baſer,, er 
that it should borrow its ſatisfaRtionfromits union with the 


of thoſe pleaſuresin which the ſoul $hall ſo freely ſwim ; they | 
$shall not-be brutish , or ſuch as Adahbomert promiſeth to his 
Mufulmans, but they shall be ſutable unto the ſpiritual body 
of the Righteous, and far excelling the baſe and rotten plea- 
ſures of this miſerable life, in quality, fos they shall be with- 
out the leaſt mixture of bitterneſs in the quantity ; for they 
Shall be proportion'd to-our capacities, -and tn the durance ; 
for they. Fall be continual without interruption, and eternal, 
as David informs us, ſpeaking unto God. tn thy preſence 
# fulneſs of joy, and at thy right hand are pleaſures forever- 
more. 

5- 'This hfe $þall be a life of Holineſs and. Roeculogſ ; 
a like of Piety: and-Juſtice,. and of ſobricty, alite of integri- 
ty-; for then we hall be arrived to the ſupreme degree of 
perfeQionz/as well as of happines z. we $hall come to that 
perfect ſtature of regeneration which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord:: The works. of the Devil shall then be utterly de- 


- ſroyed, and that great diſorder which his Apoſtacy hath 


cauſed $hall. then bo reformed, -In Heaven no impure thing 
Shall enter, For mathout holineſs none ſuall ſee God. The;glo- 
rified sball never be able to offend their Gad,, far the igward 
motions of the ſoul being rightly diſpoſed,. according to his 
Will, and our affe&ions perteRly. reformed, the outward 
actions of the body. muſt needs be conformable. When there 


; Should: be-another Serpent to. tempt us, and another fue 


to aſsiſt. him, they.could never prevail upon, us, becauſe we 
Shall be no more--in a, poſsibility-of ſinning,, for our unger« 
ſtandings shail be no more capable of miſtakes; nor our wills 
corrupted with-importune deſires ,. nor our ations forced 
from.us againſt our election ; And beſides this bleſſed dif- 
polition from. whence 'shall proceed a conſtant prattice of 
the: Commandments of God, he will alfo by his fomiond in- 

uence 
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fluence” to ſtrengthen our reſolutions, nd determine our 

wills, that they shall'abhor wharever might diſpleaſe him; 

' thefipht of his holineſs $hall convey the ſame diſpoſition into 
-our"minds. as St. Joby; tells us: agd his infinite power $hall 

be engaged *{erve them whom his love hath eſpouſed, 

and*for whom he hathi been at fo vaſt an cxpence x0 raiſe 

them to that eſtare 3 ThereforeGod we $hall 'B ever adofc 

withall the powers of the foul and body ; his ſervice we $hall 

attend with -delight, our brethren we $hall loyc without dif- 
ſimufation, How pleafant will this life be when there $hall 
beacontinuatEmulation between God and his creatures; and 

berween themſelves; ' who shall excecd in love and affeti- 

on ? when all the glorified in Heaven $hall interchange daily 
expreſsions of kindneſs ; when there $hall be a perfe(t agree- 

ment, a living correſpondency,' a {\ meetfellowehip adclight- 

ful converſation, without enyy or malice, without cate or 
eediouſneſs, This is ſufficienttorender ns moſt happy,when 

all other things should be wanting, for happineſs confiſts ra- 

ther in a perte&t diſpoſition of the:mind, than in'a plentiful 

enjoyment of ontwatdady es. ' But beſides, our bodies | 
chall be adorned with heavenly qualities ; the preſent shall 

ſeca moſt happy change with the yiſible ſubſtance, and other Conveniess 
qualities ſhall be added with which weare not at _—_ ac- of us ſicut 
| quainted: It is therefore needleſs ro-queſtion whether we (000 
thall know one another, fecing we ſhall ſcarce know our ,,4,.. ;« 
ſelves, the change will beſo great: Tris certain that we ſhall becri hahrene 
move without trouble, we thall aſcend without help ; our exrremens iu- 
ſtrength ſhall beencreaſcd ; our deformities removed ; our oy mow 
infirmities depoſed;, onr appeararice ſhall be full of majeſty ,,,, 7 nal 
and plory : as Danzet hforms us ; They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine & pondere 
a the brightneſs if the firmament, and they that turn many ts fine deformite- 
ore as the flar' for ever and ever, In which words ###1« us fie a- 
you may further obſeryea difference ity the gloties of Heaven Amt one 
Tutable rs their inclinations and employmeuts on carth; for a ornaennth'1 2p 
the one ſhall ſhineas the Firmament, the orher as the Stars: Aug. Serm, 
a ſenſible' diſtin on ſhall be both in the nature, and the 149. de rem- 
an / D a greatneſsP% © 


- 
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greatneſs of their Rewards; foraccordingto the ſeyeral dif 
poſitions of 'men, andtheir {everalcapacities z God will ac- 
cordingly beſtow upon them his riches,and his glory : There. 
fore a Father adviſethusto enlarge our perfeRions,and the fa. 
cultics of the ſoul by a continualexerciſe in humane ſciences, 
thatthey may be then more capable. to-reccive andcontain the- 
myſteries of Gpds Wiſdom,. and better able to bring forth: 
#lorious ations. for. this.cternal Sabbath isan eſtate whereall: 
our abilities ſhalt be in the higheſt-perfeQtion.; where we: 
ſhall aR.and move without the leaſt inconveniency :- Occa- 
fions we- may. have to-exerciſe our Vertues, not ſuch as will 
cauſe us to-ſufter,  but-ſuch as without that ſtrength-of nature 
we ſhould find-a- default in:our ineſs.: . It is therefore 
we wiſdom now to xnquatay our ſelyes. wiery Pays ſhall- 
e our employmentfor ever, and upon which.ſhall depend 
our Carisfadhion and olory ;: which ſhall be revealed in ne | 
St, Paul informs us ; /n owr ſouls by a perfeft enjoyment of ſu. 
pernatur al excellencies; in our bodies,that [hull be free-from all 
weakneſs, and, beantified with glorzons qualities, Theretore 
thiseſtate is called a Crown of Life ; for as. the Crown is of 
a round.and a perfe& figures. it is moſtproper to.cxprefs:the 
infinitencſs & perfetion of- thaſe heavenly yp 6 that 
»hall accompany that life : beſides, the Crown is the facred 
emblem of joy and honour ; this expreſſion therefore pre- 
ſeats. us-with. the notion. of the moſt pleaſant, and the moſt: 
honourable citate together ;. for;there is nothing -more-ac+ 
ceptable than life, nor more glorious than a Crewn:; and. ' 
that we may better underſtand wherefore Chriſt,promifeth- 
Heaven under this notion, . we mult take notice darchiefl | 
four forts of perſons were Saptficg with aQromn amonglt 
the Ancients :, Kings to expreſs their Auhartp ond oben 
Command :- A new: matried..couple: at the” nuptial Feaſts. 
therefore by the Greeks they were called Carndts and Ca6im 
avara., The Pricftinthe ſolemn Sacrifices, to-render:the of- 
&ring more acceptable ,, and the deyotion more gorions> or 
tix. gequies: 

in, 


-. " 
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in- one that preſented to the Divinity the Homages. of the 
people 1 Another ſort were crowned, they who had given 
open reſtimony of their valour and cunning, either in pri- 
rate Diſputes, and Plays allowed by authority, or in a publick 
War, inthe maintenance of the general intereſt :- To theſe 
feveral. ſorts of Crowns were given, which were in yalue 
and eſteem according to the nature of the vyertuous aRion, 
Now the faithful. in Heayen $hall be Kings, enjoying a 
fypream command oyer the infernal Spirits and damned 


Shuls, They ſhall be Priefts, ſending wp unto God the perfume fey. 2. 26 


of their praiſes, They shall-be married unto Chrilt in, loye 
and effeRion. . In theſe ſeveral reſpeRts this Crown may be- 
come-them-' + But our Saviour in dorm: hath. more 
eſpecially an-eye-ro the Crowns that were the rewards of 's 
rous Perſeverance; that had obtained the ViQory ; for 
&: manions the difficulties that were to be overcome; A 
death tobe endured; and adds this encotragement, '/ will 
give ther O faithful foul, & Croan'of Life. ” Yn 
Teas the ahtient cifftom,to crown the Templi3 of the 


dead Bodies when{rheir Fies/ bad been exemplary * by this 


ceremony. the” Htathens tid expreſs a Reward: that was due Flix 


to.a vertuous life, -and! the Honour which 4 righteous Soul. 

- -hathpurchaſedto himſelf: What theyperformed to the Body. 

Cheilt promiſetht6 do ints'bth Souland Bady : / will give 
- Wer.) oy '2: 9:00 . 


thee, dt 4. s bail We ; k 
. You have ſeen the Piftire of this Crown with many Jew-- 
els of the-premer” bulk 7 -an infinite number of the lefler. 
ſort of Pearls- and'Plowers we $hall never know bur by'ex- 
perience ; And'fo-1 ptocred to a briet conlideration of the- 
Aſſurance that my Text gives of this Eſtate wats-the faith» 
OBE Of OL SER no oo 
It is we-wenderto' ſee Pullin the Apo te aprofeſſtd ere- 
my of: Chiiſt; a proioter of Gehtiliſin, -upbraid Citiſtizhs 
with-the eafineſs of their bUief, ant {toff at thjspet(yalion, 
That:thers is a Crown of Glory io remaval thr R "It is- 
noanatyel if amongtt the Hearhiens, men a 
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judices ,againft the Truth, ignorant of the power andgood. 
neſs-of our God, $hould all paipa the Articles 7 the 
RelurreGion of t :e, dead, and, of the happineſs of another, 
life ; but that in the boſon of _ Chriſtianity, 'under the moſt 


viſible expreſſions of Gods Omaipotency, Jultdoe and Mecr- 


cy 3 there sh6uld be ſome of that dull apprehenſion as not to 
underſtand, and, of thoſe ſtrange. principles, as to oppoſe 
theſe ſacred and. beacficial: Truths, it:may Tem at firſt yery 
ſtrange; But ſee: what manner. of men are capable of this 
folly amongſt us, and you will ceaſe from admiring ;-they 
are_the Diſciples of Diagoras and Epicnrus rather than of 
Chriſt, men that are degenerated into-bealts by their conde- 
ſcengion to bruitish pleaſures, whoſe ſguls are.ſunk. into 
their ſenſes, ang haye.laſt borhghe yſc and knowledge of the 
nobleſt funRions ; . th:y.are thoſe that. dgfie-Heayen by their 
crimes, whoſe lives are a ſcandal,and theirperſons a reproach 


'tothe ſocicty.: And do you wonder. wherefore they are enc- 


mies to peprerrr Kg w 1ends age By vw e.cn- 
joymen of gc ls, the ly bear ther yea th pon 
ments that "—_— for:them?.do.you wander if theſe 
graceleſs wits cannot comprehend, an eſtate ſo far above 
Nec capacities, and contrary-to the preſent: let their natural 
abilitics be never fo great ; ſuch know no other life but that 
of the ſenlcy no other felicity;but the:carnal, nor other de. 

lights but of thebody; and how is it poſſible that ſuch$hbould 
have the. leaſt apprebenfion- of that- ſupernatural,congition 
that ſhall raiſe man and all his, faculties to!thehighelſt perteRi- 
on of aQiyity.. .lt is, a myſtery but onely to them whole 
minds are inlightned by: the Spirit of God; | they alſo.have 
no clear inſight into this eſtate, :. Therefore, Chriſt injmy 
Text pitics the weaknels of our' capacities, .and 'adds toibis 
Jeuat> of. heayens glories ſuſhcient reaſons to. copvinge us 
of thereality of theſe Rewards; They, are containedin theſe 
Particulars. 2. In the. Qualities of the perſon, that, pro- 


 miſcth, and his engagemeot.; 2, Ip the.napure of theRecam- 


Pence, x, ju tha, excellent, nglaiogbereen thecſtare of the 
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__ {5 
faithfulen'tarth, and that inMeayeh :” other reaſtins ſhall be 
added, 'drajvn, from the rules obferved in the diſpofirion of 


the Creatures, The perſon that promiſeth this Crown of 
Life, is deſcribed in the 8th verſe of this Chapter ; The firſd 


and tl e laſt, which was dead, and s alive. By which words 
is intimated his ſufficiency forthe performance :' for orevy, 
are ſignified his Divinity and Hamanity, kis death, by  hic 
he purchafed this celeſtial Diadem for us ; his px. =, 
Power, and his Truth, that are engaged to ſeeus inthe poſlc - 
i ſhon of it, 

1. Chriſts-Death hath given us an unqueſtionable Righlitto 
this Crown, and to all its dependencies: Before 1n the eftate 
of Innocency- we' had a natural claim'to'Heayen, by reaſon 
of our: ſoul 'that is an immaterial ſabſtance conformable to 
the ccleſtial Beings :- ſo that by this law of Nature eſtabliſhed 
in the Creation, which-aſſignes unto every thing a final reſi- 
dence where firſt it had its deriyation: if man had continued 
i} his ioregrity 7 he had 'alyays- contined in 'that glorious 
Right, and\mighr have called for an'Efttrance into that Scat of 
Glory and -happincſs:- But this natural Priviledge hath been 
forfel &d by Kebellion, The foul by fin hath loſt rogether 
the Title to demand, andthe Power to deſerye an admiſſion ; 
and bath ſtert it ſelf baniſhed out of Heavert by theprocute- 
ment of its two greatadverfaries Guilzand Corruption, Bur, 
Chriſt by his death hath'overcomie*them,andallimpediments; 


In ce[umque 
redire animas' 
calumg; ve- 

nire. Manil.- 
lib. 4, 


by his Blood he-hath fatisfied an offerided Juſtice , ah@ pb; Heb+9.1 2114 


tained for 1 an eternal redemption. Therefore he is ſaid to be 4 


propitiation for 14, and owr peace, by whow we have an acreſi Rom. 3,25; 


t6.the Father. - And in 19 Heb. 19; 28; St. Paul teacher, We 
have boldneſs" to-mnter in ts the Holieff bythe Vlood of Teſat;- b) 
anew and living wdy; whibh-he bath tonſecrated for us throug 
the yaul, that is to fay, rs fieſh., * But the Infinite merits of 
our Redeemer haye not onely re-eſtabliſhedus in our former 
Right, but purchaſed for us a degree of Perfe&ion and Ho- 
nour, far above*that unto* which we*migth Have aſcended 
by the ſtrength of Naturein the eſtate of Innotency, atcortl* 
ing 


Epk,-3, 


Ang lib, 125 
de Civit, 


Heb. 9.24. 


Epb. 246. 
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ing to the judgement of the Fathers, .and of St, Paw; who 
ig Rom. 5. therefqre;mentions many adrantages which we 
have receivedby Chriſt, for one Joſt by «Adam, and tells us, 
that the blood of the former is far more cfe&ual and bene- 
ficial unto us. than the tranſgreſſion of the latter hath been 
hurtful;: $9 that by this means, Cods cternal Juſtice is en- 
gaped to bring us to this eſtate which hath been Jawkully pur- 
chaſed for us + In order thereums Chriſt hath tranſported 
our nature, and introdaced it into the bigheft heavens, that it 
might take poſſeſſronin our names of Immortality and Bliſs, 

3. But che goodneſs of our Title tv Heaven, into which 
-Chriſt iscntred,had not been ſufficicat'to ſecure us the fruiti- 
on, unleſs he had been, enabled with a, power ſutable to ſo 
'orcat an undertacing's therefore. we arc ntormed, That all 
power #s given 10 him in heaven aud in carth. That God hath 
prt all things under his feet ; That he fits at the right hand of 
God with the Seapetr of 68 Almighty power in his hand. This 
is Fenifiedinthe-former deſcription, by bripg alive from the 
dead, an infallible teſtimony of rhe Divinity of our Saviour, 
As many difficulties, 1 confeſs, will ftrive to hinder our en+ 
trance into Heaven, as there werenations that did oppoſe the 
Ifraclites paſſage into the promiſed Land 3 our ſelyes and Aﬀe- 
Kiions arc not the leaſt; But what cannot he overcome, by 
whom all things were.created in Heaven and in Earth » vi- 
Gble. and inviſible, &c. who deth according. to his will im the 


erm of Heaven, and the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
.and none can ſtay his handyor [ay unto him what doit thow. Wine 
difficulties will be able to fruſtratc his delign, uato whom the 
Elements, the dumb Creatures, , the. Devils, and all things 
da yield obcdience, who, hath conquered Doath-in its 6wn 


Tertitories ; who bath anJafinite Wildom, as well as Power, 
to bring to paſs his intentions ; Sv that what Chriſt pro. 
miſeth, he. is fully able ro perform. 

3- Chriſt is Truth ſell; he is not ſubje to change, nor 


.. able to deceive us.: He is not 8s erxes; was, he crowned 
| is Steerſ man in the *moraing » and beheaded him in the 


eyening. 


(25:7 


_—_ ' He is not thus winconſtantin' his Actions and: 
Promiſes. ' 


' The heaven and the earth ſhall paſs, 'but one 


jot ' of his word ſhall not paſs wntil all be d, Seci 

thncfaes that he hath Autry to below tes Q- 
of life upon every faithful ſoul, he will preferve them 
here by his ſpirit, he will convey and (guard them at 
their ſeparation from the Body, by the miniſtry of his 
Angels, and will at laſt receive them unto this glorious 
Eſtate, Here are ſufficient ſecurities for this Immortal 
Reward ; Gods almighty Power , his eternal Juſtice, 
his Infinite Goodneſs and-Loye ,' and his unchangeable 
Truth, ate all engaged to ſee the faithful' crowned with 
Glory ; fo that it 1s as impoffible that they ſhould' fail 
of their expeRation, as it 1s impoſſible that God ſhould 
deny himſelf, St. Pauls Perſwaſion , Jobs Confidence , 
and,the Afſurance of the holy men, were grounded up- 
on this infalfible foundation. Wete we peſſeſſed with 
the ſame ſpirit, we ſhould not need -to ſeck fot any” 0+ 
ther confirmation of this Truth than the authority of 
Sctipture , that often repeats" the promiſe of this Crown 
unto the faichful. But this fenſual age will ſcarce do God 
that juſtice, to give credit to his Word, as if he could 
have a deſign to deceive us, whoſe glory is our happineſs 
and perfection ; as if he 'ere an enemy to our good, 
who gives us whatever we enjoy ; ay" if there were dan» 
per to expe the Rewards of Honeſty and Vertue, and 
to yield obedience when both Duty and Intereſt do re» 
quire it : Conſider the folly of our Modern Wins ;" ex- 
traordinaty advantages artpromiſed unto men to oblige 
them to aRion# full of HonouP 4rd fatisfaftion, when 
there ſhould! be n6- ſuch futtirs adyaritages { it is their 
preſent concern to entertain 'this perſwalion, becaule ir 
is a friend (to Piety, and it tends to ſtrengthen 'theic 
refolutions;'to appeaſe thetr diſcontents,' and to fill ouc 
this Whh'a hho: expedition - 6 dit di boridn, 
4x 3991 EL Las 
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that in his 'greateſt. poverty, did feel the: contegtments 
of the wealthieſt Citizens ; \Men. ſhould labour to com- 
fort themſelyes in their preſent miſcries , with the aſſu- 
rance of a more bleſſed eſtate, and ſuffer their hopes to 
fruſtrate- the deſizn of worldly misfortunes. it ſeems 
therefore ſtrange, that Rational Beings ſhould be. fo - 
great Enemies of their good, as to diſcredit this benc- 
ficial perſwaſion, and willingly to deprive themſelves of 
an Antidote able to fortifie their ſouls againſt the yenom 
of evil, The excellency of that eſtats, the vileneſs of 
ours, and our natural unworthineſs, may juſtly fill us 
with wondf and admiration, But we are not to que- 
ſtion this Truth, when not oncly Scipture- but Reaſon 
allo is able to convince us that it is certain, according 
to the natural courſe of things, that he that is faithful 
unto Chriſt , muſt needs attain unto the greateſt happi- 
neſs. I underſtand the word faithful in the largeſt ac- 
a_—_ for a vertwous man ; faithful in the management 
of the ſeyeral intereſts with which God hath intruſted 
him ; for one whoſe life and profeſſion is conformable 
to Chriſtianity ; who labours to reduce his, Paſſtons to 
reaſon ; bis defires to content, .his wants. to ſufficiency, 
and that endeayours to ſtrengthen himſelf with all the 
natural and reyealed_ bo 1 that are intended to 
aſſiſt 'our Vertuec agalat the inconveniencies that aſſault 
us. Such a one hath a degree of happineſs begun in 
him, and if he continues, exerciſe will bring him to 
that perfe& diſpoſition of the mind, and to that noble 
temper. as may draye all the attempts of evil, The 
Stoicks, by the ſtrength of nature, did attain unto a ſeem- 
ing inſcnſibility, witneſs the reſolution of Poſſidoneme, in 
the midſt of the tortures of the Gout, he could never 
be forced to confels it to be a pain : witneſs Anaximan- 
der, pounded in a morter, he laughed at the folly and 
, Cruelty of the Tyrant, How much more power ſhall 
man 


(27) 
man haye over himſelf, when bis refolation is backs by / 
fuch ſtrong perſwaſions 24 Chriſtianity teaches , he 
fuch divine helps do- aſſiſt him, as the'graces of the holy 
Ghoſt, an invincible hope, and a well-grounded faith, 
that makes him rejoyce in tribulation. It is therefore 
plain , that he that praQtiſes the Rules of Chriſtianity , 
mult needs be happy, not onely in regard of himſelf, that 
he renders thereby capable of happineſs, but alſo in re- 
gard of thoſe with whom we have a communication, thax 
are invited by an amiable correſpondency , and good 
offices to the ſame returns and bekindour and 1n re- 
ſpe& of God, who cannot but vouchſafe his bleſſings 
and his favour to that Being that is inſpired with fo 
noble an ambition, and that in obedience to his holy 
Laws labours to arrive to perfe&tion and holineſs. But 
belides this reaſon which onely proves a natural hap- 
pineſs attainable by a vertuous Chriſtian in this life, we 
may meet with others in that great mapa, rela- 
tion between the eſtates of the faithful on earth and of 
the Saints in heaven. Caſt your eyes upon both, and 
tell me, what hinders a fonl waſhed in the blood of 
Chriſt, adopted amongſt the ſons of God, united unto 
him by his divine Spirit; what hinders a ſoul full of 
heavenly affeRions, a ſoul that bears the Image of God, 
from an immediate fruition of his preſence and favour? 
If therefore that be granted that may be proved by the 
experience of the fairhful as well as by the authority of 
Scripture z that they do really enjoy a preſent corre- 
pondency with their Creator, and that they do not in 
yain flatter themſelves with the conccits of an extraordi- 
dinary poſſeſſion, of the graces of the divine Spirit, be- 
cauſe f >. feel the inward operation of this ſpirit in their 


ſouls, and ſee a notable change in their diſpoſitions and ty,;ur 5p. 
affe&ions wrought in them by his power alone , that Sen&i opm: ef 
faſhions us in the womb ;' if this be granted 'with the 7229007 0%0- 
3 E 2 other 
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other priviledges of the EleQ, we ſhall fad no, difficulty: 
our. eve. the happy; xonfequences that. do tural 
flow from thence;..that God. that favourythem with fach 
powerful helps, in order'to their perfetion, muſt needs 
delign them for a greater happineſs than their preſent 
mortality and weakneſs are capable of : That he would 
never be at ſuch yaſt expence and. care as to provide us 
with ſuch divine qualities ovely for this tranſitory Be- 
ing, were our ſouls to be ſmother'd in our graves ; 
that this bleſſed change that appears in our ſouls and bo- 
dies , and that raifcs us to a capacity of being happy, 
and to a reſemblance with God, tends to prepare us 
for a more worthy communion with him ; and that 
otherwiſe he would never haye honoured us with ſuch 
ſpecial tokens of his Love, nor given us by theman cx, 
peRation of greater advantages. This proceeding were 
not conſiftent with the Wiſdom, Pawer, Goodneſs, Ye. 
racity and Immutability of God, to receive us into his 
intimate acquaintance, to beſtoyy, upon us the unſpeak. 
able mercies that are ſuitable 'to: it to. make. us expeRt 
future happineſs, and the eternal fruition of his. pre 
ſence in Glory , and then to' ſuffer us to be cut oft by 
death without hopes of life ;* ſo that beſides / that the 
condition of the Ele& on Earth, and their preſent ſanQti- 
fication have a neceſſary tendency to glorification, God 
would never have undertaken to render us happy , did 
he not really reſolve to make us ſo. p ' 

But ſet afide theſe conſiderations , and look upon a 
true Chriſtian as he appears to the eyes of the world : 
You ſhall fand: bis deſcription given by a Heathen Phi. 
loſopher to a Roman | Emperour to this purpoſe ; He 
deſpiſes the World and all its enjoyments;- the ſticks cloſe 
. to bis Profeſſion, maugre all his enemics; he rejoyces in 
Wants and Perſecutions, and ſings merrily in the flames ; 


his ſoul is full of hopes, and they ſtrengrhnen him again 
al 


_ 


al prefent evils, What is therefore. able to diſturb the 


eſs of ſuch a ſoul thit 'is taviſhed with its own ju8; eftiae 
enjoyments', and that contemns now all things elſe ? nem requiem 


what binders the ſame power that hath freed the faith- 
| Full from the flayery of fin and the world, and made us 
able tocontemn the miſeries of our preſent condition, to 
free alſo the body from all ſJubjeQion to the Elements ? 
When therefore | ſee a Chriſtian ſo far adyanced in the 
Race of Perfe&ion as to leave in a little time the reſt 
of the world at ſuch a vaſt diſtance behind, I muſt 
needs conclude that he will make a conſiderable progreſs 
if he continues his courſe : Or when I behold a Painter 
chalk out to the'life a fair face, I. do eaſily judge that 
his pencil will be able to add many graces, and com- 
pleat it. Thus when I ſee the firſt Efſayes of a Chri. 
ſian tobe ſo glorious in this life, I am forced to con- 
clude that the end of his work will be far more in the 
other, If Pax! and Silas, in their Chains, can fing for 
joy'; ,St. Peter ſleep ſecure with pleaſure at the Eve of 
the day intended for his Exccution, ' and all the holy 
men meet «ith happineſs and content” in the maſt ſen- 
ſible Penury, and the ſharpeſt Aﬀflictions ; How much 
more happy and content ſhall they be in that Life, that 
ſhall not be ſubje& to want, to diſgrace and inconye- 
niency ; in that Life whefe all things ſhall be as per- 
fe& and glorious as themſelves ; when therefore Chriſt 
ſhould never have promiſed this eſtate unto the faithful, 
he that is ſenſible of their preſent condition , and of 
the honour and perfe&ion unto which they have been 
advanced, he may juſtly conceive that they will arriye to 
an eſtate ſuitable ,to, theſe promiſing beginnings. In 
the next place; if we caſt an eye upon the natural or- 
der which is obſerved in the diſpoſition of the Crea- 
tures, we (hall find ſufficient Reaſons to be perſwaded 
of this Truth, rn | a 


USRy * 
' All the Beings in the world do generally attain unts 
thoſe Ends unto which their Creation did deſign them, 
And ſhall man only be excepted ? Shall not he arrive to 
his glorious end ,- to happineſs ? for which he was cre-! 
ated , as may appear by his endeayours and deſires to 
obtain it, and by the conſtitution of his Being ? Shall 
not he attain unto this eſtate when the union of the 
ſoul and body ſeems to promile it to, him, in caſe he 
renders not himſelf incapable of it ? Shall not he come 
to the fruition of God in whom onely his happineſs 
dwells ? Is it poſſible that the power and wiſdom that 
appears ſo wonderfull in his compoſition, and that de- 
> 1.201 a particular eſteem of him by an over-ruling Pro- 
 vidence, ſhould onely deſign him for a world of mile. 
ry , and then tumble him in the duſt, without any 
further care of this Maſter-piece of the Creation ? 
Or As it poſſible, that God ſhould ſuffer ſuch a conf. 
derable ſpecies of Creatures to be caſt away for ever, 
and to miſs of their bleſled End, and none of them. to 
attain unto felicity, unto which it appears that he in- 
tended them at their Creation , by granting unto them 
noble faculties, capable of Bliſs? 

We ſee that all viſible things were made with an in- 
tent to turn to the benefit of ſome Beings more Per- 
fet., And for whom was Man created ? The more he 
excels the reſt in Perfetions, the more honourable con- 
ceit we may juſtly have for him for whoſe Glory he 
came into the world : And from the nature of man, and 
the place of honour that he maintains amongſt the 
Creatures, we may conclude, that this Prince of the 
lower World was created onely for the enjoyment of 
the Prince of the ſuperiour, and that he unto whom 
all viſible things do render Homage, owes his Reſpes 
and Being only unto the Creator. Our nature therefore 
deſigns us for the immediate fruition of God, and thoſe 
inward 


— _—_ 


inward ſuggeſtions that perſwade us to make our -fre- 
quent addreſſes unto him , eſpecially at the ſight of im- 
minent dangers, do proceed from this deſign, and do 
tend as well to prepare us for a more inamediate cor- 
reſpondency, as to ſupply our preſent neceſſities : And 
how is it' poſſible to be adyanced to that honour with- 
out a diſpoſition, and -withont inward and outward 
qualities futable to- that eſtate, From hence we -may 
confirm the promiſe of this Crown of Life , and ſhew 
how every part is conſiſtent with the condition of a 
glorified Creature,” and abſolutely required for the ac- 
compliſhment of our happineſs. 
Examine alſo, I beſcech you, wherefore Man onely 
of all cteatures enjoyes a being between the ſpiritual 
and the ſenſitive ? wherefore doth he participate of both ? 
Not that he might fall down to a greater - conformity 
with Beaſts, for that is againſt the order of Nature, that 
teaches all things to aſpire to perfe&tion , but rather 
that he might endeavour to aſcend to a higher degree; 
for no other intett man was made with a poſibility of 
elevation, with capacious faculties, and with noble and 
aſpiring affeftions , but that they might raiſe him above 
that rank in which he was firſt placed and nearer his 


Creator. Thercfore mankind was intended for a glori- geatirude in 
ous and a happy End ; whoever employs all his endea- excelſs et /ed 


yours to attain unto it, can- never mils of his purpoſe; 
and if ſo many do neycr come to that perfeR Eſtate, they 
may thahk their unworthy behaviour, and vicious diſpo- 
ſition, But Chriſt that promiſeth this Crown unto the 
faithful , removes. the- grand impediments of Salvation, 
Guilt and Corruption, avd brings them to that eſtate. So 
that beſides the Nel s of nature , they only have an Al- 
. mighty Power , _- an Infiaite goodneſs for: their afsi- 


ants. 
: We may therefore conclude fram the former reaſons 
: , That. 
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That there is ſuch an Eſtate as -happineſ# : That may 
was deſigned for-it : that it is poſsible for him to ars 
rive unto it : that whoeyer is faithful to Chriſt, and la- 
bours to follow the rules preſcribed by him, muſt needs 
according to the natural courſe of things become hap- 
PY which cannot be in a perfe& manner, but by an unjon 
and communion with, his God. That this happineſs is 
not attainable in this life, 1 need not ſpend my Jabours in 
vain to prove, therefore it muſt be in another. . 

Now this Crown is called a Gift : 7 will give thee, &c. 
It is freely beltowed notwithſtanding our undeſervings ; 
it is recovered far us by the blood of Chriſt, and en- 
riched with more precious Jewels , becauſe of his Infi- 
nite merits ; and the means by which we are raiſed to 
this Eſtate , is procured unto us by our Saviours ſuffers 
ings and Aleniton. So that what Nature had intended, 
and was not able to perform, becauſe of our Apoſtacy 
and revolt from a dependency upon .God, grace doth 
fully accompliſh in the faithful. | 

In the laſt place, I might bring to confirm this truth 
the common Reaſons ypon which the Heathens did build 
the hopes. of a future happineſs, and of another life : 
Of the Juſtice of God, that will render unto every one 
according to his deeds: Of the Goodneſs of God, that 
cannot be forgetfall of thoſe that niind the adyance of 
his Glory on Earth ; and of the Power of God , able 
to reward them that lead a juſt and a religious life,” From 


hence mw » that learned Genius and great. Prince 


taught his Diſciples, That the chicf care of nign ſhould 
be ſo to behaye himſelf now, that he: might come t6 
happineſs hereafter : Many other reaſons may be brought 
to confirm this important truth, but I cannot include 
them all in ſo narrow a compaſs .as a Sermon, Some, 
I know, ſtumble -at the difficulties of the Refurrts 
Rioa of our bodies, when. hh a ger 5 
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their" experience: that '1r'is poſible :: Confider I beſeech'S ergo potenr 
youz"if :a leffer|power be- nor required, to reſtore whar * —_— 
was'than to create,' or to make what was not: Where | ra + 
was this world before irs Creation? and if thar be doub- ,eparare quod 
ed, where was this age 200 years ago ? not ſo much as ſuis? Avg, 
in-appearance, yet now itſubliſts. Why ſhall uot there- ib-4e carecn. 
fore that ſame incelligentBeing, who created the World, 3m: 1e 
and 'who' onely 18:able to have- formed us in the womb, ,vcomprens 
with all our members ſo: well proportioned, be able to que quyy que 
reſtore jus to our ſubſiſtance again, ſeeing there is as {4 9791 mewre. 
great 4 diſpoſition in the eſſential parts of the body re- Le _—_ oo 
duced to- aſhes, to return to their former thapes, AS endre; leur 
there is 'in' the original ſubſtance to dilate it ſelf , and demevre. 
form the ſeveral” members of a'man. 1 might here al- * 1: ignites 
ledgo'the natural experiments which ſome have tried with 7") — - 
ſucceſs : That have: given occaſion to believe, that the CET _ 
forms of things do' remain in their aſhes : The herb mentioned 
called by the Greeks * 04» doth riſe again out of the by Pirſcor. 
duſt, when-it hath been conſumed'to! aſhes : This cauſes Þ:4- <P: 
the Fable of the Phanix. I could'alſo bring Nature and (*| —_ 
Providence to atteſt 'this truth ; both are tull of  facred 7 p —_ 
emblems of the ReſurreQion: they are as incredible, did ng" contra 
they not daily appear before our eyes. The faithful there- naturam. 
fore may brave this and all' other difficulties in the lan. 5vg-17 300» 
guage of St, Pant, I am perſnaded that neither death nor bis. 
life, cc. ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 
wh ich is in (hriſt Feſus our Lord, And henceforth is laid 
up for me 4 crown of righteonſneſs, . which the Lord t'e 
righteour Tndge ſhall give me at that day. 1 will give thee 
4 Crowns &c. 

Caſt your eyes C riſtians once- more upon this Crown 
of Life ; View the Bleſſedneſs; the Riches, the Glory 
and Honour of this Eſtate; and tell me whethey this 
deſerves not our obedience, and'a perſeverance in fo : 
It ſhall be free from all -——_ » pain, fear, and 1in- 
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eonveniency ; it hall be accompanied with unſpeakble 
joyes and pleaſures z with the fruition of all good; with 
the Viſion of God, and with 'an eternal communion and 
union with him ; It ſhall be adorned with all perfeRi- 
ons, holineſs and content. O'rich and glorious Crown! 
O Immortal Reward ! How long ſhall we be at ſuch a 
diſtance from thee ? Earthly Crowns ate troubleſome,and 
the more glorious they are, the more heavy ; inſomuch 
that Dzocleſian having exchanged one for a Spade, and the 
Empire for a Garden ; when ſome were ſent to per- 
ſwade him to return to his former State , he told them 
they would never have undertaken that meſſage unto him, 
if they had but ſeerr the Ranks of Treeg, and the Musk- 
melons that he had planted, with the pleaſure that hedid 
feel in that retired condition, But this Crown is of ano- 
. ther nature ; the glories and honours are ſweetned with 
unſpeakable delights, and there is no ſuch wait as ſhould 
make us weary of the carriage : Let therefore this conſi- 
deration encourage us to encounter Death without fear, 
ſecing it is a paſſage into this immortal Bliſs, and to pre. 
pare our ſclyes for its enjoyment by a behaviour worthy 
of a Crown. Be faithful unto the intereſt of Chriſt, and 
his Religion ; maintain his honour in the management 
of your | 200k. employes ; follow his ſacred footſteps ; 
ſhake off all vicious inclinationsand cuſtoms: makeityour 
buſineſs to reform your lives and affeRions ; labour to 
relith the true pleaſures of the ſoul, and wean your ſelves 
from all worldly enjoyments, that they may not hinder 
your entrance into this eſtate. Into which God of his 
mercy receiye us, for the ſake of his dear Son, and our 
Saviour, Chriſt Jeſus. Amen, 


FINIS. 


